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LEGISLATIVE RESOURCES



LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

> Bill introduction
> Public hearing
> Executive session
> Floor
> Opposite house
> Governor action

 critical for bill analysis



LEGISLATIVE TERMS

> “House of Origin” or “First House”: The chamber in which a piece of 
legislation originates (can be House or Senate) 

> “Opposite House” or “Second House”: The second chamber 
through which a piece of legislation moves

> Substitute bill: (SSB or SHB) a new version of a bill that completely 
replaces the original bill 

> Second substitute bill: (2SHB) a substitute of a substitute

> “Striking amendment” or “striker”: an amendment that removes 
everything and inserts a new bill

> Engrossed: (E2SHB) legislation into which one or more 
amendments have been incorporated, and has passed a chamber
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WHAT IS BILLTRACKER?

> Captures and coordinates bill analysis across campus.
– Used by State Relations to inform testimony and 

communication with legislators

– Used by OPB and State Relations to identify priorities and bill 
positions

> Allows users to see all bills they’ve been asked to assess 
and link to the legislature’s website to monitor 
progress/changes. 

> Coordinated effort between OPB, HR and F&A



HOW DO WE TRACK BILLS?

1. OPB and partners review bill intros on a daily basis
2. If we aren’t sure whether to track a bill, we email folks 

around the UW and ask
3. We add bills to BillTracker and identify assessors
4. BillTracker sends an email to each assessor
5. Assessors read the bills and provide analysis 
6. OPB notifies assessors via email when a bill changes or 

moves in a major way.



TO ASSESS A BILL…

You’ll receive a notice like this one:



TO ASSESS A BILL…

First, please read the bill, which you can access via this link…



TO ASSESS A BILL…



TO ASSESS A BILL…



TO ASSESS A BILL…



TO ASSESS A BILL…

“NEW SECTION” 
language is new, but is 
not underlined.



TO ASSESS A BILL…

Struck out text is to be 
removed from existing 
statute.

Underlined text is 
entirely new language



TO ASSESS A BILL…

Click the link at the bottom of the email from BillTracker



TO ASSESS A BILL…

You’ll be taken to a page that looks like this:



TO ASSESS A BILL…

Scroll down to see what others are saying, and click on a 
name to open an assessment:



TO ASSESS A BILL…

Please fill out these three fields



HELPFUL REMINDERS…

> Be clear and concise
> Provide specific suggested amendments (if needed)

> Note any areas of confusion
> Provide some education!
> Give us a sense of importance

And please…. 

> Respond as soon as possible  



TO SEE ALL OF YOUR BILLS…

https://billtracker.opb.washington.edu/assessor 



TO SEE COMPANION BILLS…

https://billtracker.opb.washington.edu/assessor



TO SEE ALL THE BILLS WE’RE TRACKING

https://billtracker.opb.washington.edu/



QUESTIONS?
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